« These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the Wonp, with 
all readiness of nay and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”?— 


«“ Prove all things; 


hold fast that which is good.” —Acrs, xvii. 11. 1 Tus. v. 21. 


Vor. I.) 


WILMINGTON, JULY 8, 1824. 


{No. 8. 


— 


TO THE 


PATRONS OF THE BEREAN. 


On the night of the 30th May our whole 
printing establishment was destroyed by 
fire, the origin of which remains unknown 
to us. Every article was consumed; even 
to our books, and subscription list, together 
with the over-eopies of “the Berean.” The 
annunciation of this misfortune will be, no 


i doubt, an ample apology to our patrons, for 


the suspension of the work. Although 
we have lost much—yet we “sorrow not 
even as others who have no hope:” the 
spirit of the Berean still lives, and arising, 
like the fabled Phoenix, from the ashes 
ef his predecessor, resolves to prosecute 
his enquiries on subjects which involve the 
highest interests of humanity; and to this 
ebject he invites his readers in the language 
of the poet: 


“ Together let us beat this ample field, 

Try what the open, what the covert yield: 

The latent tracts, the giddy heights explore, 
Of all who blindly creep, or sightless soar; 
Laugh where we must, be candid where we can, 
Bur VINDICATZ THE Wars or Gop To MAN.” 


As we shall not be able to collect all the 
names on our list, such as do not receive 
their paper, will please to inform us. Our 
recent subscribers, and those who may sub- 
scribe in future, shall have the back num- 
bers sent to them, as soon as we ean have 
them reprinted. Our brother-editors, who 
can sympathise with us in our loss, will 
Please to afford us a testimony of it, by giv- 
ing this article an insertion in their papers. 


Wilmington, July 8, 1824. 
Fok F—No. 


Prixtep sy MENDENHALL & WALTERS, No. 81, Markcer-Srreer. 


NECESSITY OF EVIDENCE. 


The Scriptures open a wide field for the 
illustration and confirmation of our doctrine. 
Those who have put themselves forward— 
palmed themselves on the people as the 
only true teachers of religion, and the only 
true interpreters of Scripture, have divided 
and subdivided christendom, from first to 
last, into a thousand different sects, and con- 
sequently erected as many different sys- 
tems; all founded, professedly, on these 
writings. These facts prove, incontestibly, 
that these teachers are but blind leaders of 
the blind, and that they are not “Children 
of the light’”—have not the true evidence, 
otherwise they would all agree; for the true 
witness is one, and the truth is one. It 
proves, moreover, the insufficiency, futility, 
and folly, of founding “divinity schools,” 
from which these same false teachers have 
obtained their evidence—an evidence ground- 
ed in their own carnal wisdom and know- 
ledge, fer which they have groped, and 
which they have grasped, in the bewilder- 
ing darkness of their own finite conceptions; 
and.on which they have built discordant 
creeds and systems, and set them up in op- 
position to each other, and thus produced 
confusion and schism throughout christen- 
dom: and these systems becoming identified. 
with the support of the builders, and the 
source of their power and influence—“the 
craft by which they have had their wealth” 
—they have, to the utter disgrace of the 
Christian name, defended by the sword, by 
fire and by faggot, and thus “built up Zion 
with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity”! 

These teachers, and their teachings, are 
well set forth by Dedl, as follows:—* But now 
the university divines, the truth being indeed 
dead in their hearts, and having no presence 


| ner power there, they takg it up opt of thre 
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NECESSITY OF EVIDENCE. 


books and writings of men, wherein it hath 
been buried, and by this means bring forth 
a dead doctrine to the world, (which other 
men have spoken, but themselves have no 
experience of) and not the word of life, 
which hath quickened them; but only a 
dead letter, raised up like the living letter, 
which they present to them; as the witch 
of Endor raised up a dead Samuel, in the 
outward habit and appearance of the living 
Samuel, and presented him to Saul: so 
these university divines, bring forth the out- 
ward garment and appearance of the truth 
to the people: but the substance and life of 
the truth they cannot bring forth, because 
they have not the living word of God in 
their hearts, but have only a dead word, 
which they gather out of the books and 
writings of men; and this is the university 
divinity.” 

The Scriptures, as far as they have any 
relation to “the things of God,” were im- 
mediately revealed, by the spirit of God, to 
the writers (2 Pet.i. 21); and it is general- 
ly admitted, that they cannot now be known 
or understood, but through the medium, or 
by the same evidence. (See Nos. 6 & 7, of 
the Berean.) The Scriptures then do not 
furnish, of themselves, the requisite evi- 
dence of their divine origin; but revelation 
does—it constitutes the highest possible evi- 
dence, for God is the author and voucher of 
the matter proposed. Hence the Scriptures 
are not a revelation to us, nor have they (of 
themselves) ever been to any others, except 
those to whom they were immediately com- 
wunicated. The discordancy among theo- 
logians, and scholastic teachers, proves that 
these writings have not been, and are not, 
a revelation to them: and wherefore? Be- 
cause they have sought for the evidence, ev- 
ery where but where it exists—in books, 


| they journeyed to Emmaus. 


The two disciples had, no doubt, sat all 
their lives under the teachings of the edy. 
cated ministers of their day, the scribes ang 
pharisees: yet, they were ignorant of the 
Scriptures, until Christ opened them, a; 
“Did not oy 
heart, (said they) burn within us, while fe 
talked to us by the way, and while he open. 
ed to us the Scripture.” (Luke xxiv. 32.) 

Reader! hast thou not heard the expoun¢. 
ings of a modern scribe, and felt thyself as 
barren as the heath in the desert, and under 
the curse pronounced on him, that “ trusteth 
in man, and maketh flesh his arm”? (Jerem, | 
xvii. 5.) But hast thou not sometimes felt— 
in thy retired moments, or when reading ; 
portion of Scripture—thy “heart burn with. 
in” thee, as the disciples did? Reader! this 
is “the key that openeth, and no man shut. 
teth; and shutteth and no man opencth.” 
(Rev. iii. 7.) Wait for it, therefore; seek 
for it; press after it—it will unlock to thee, 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, 
hid from the wise and prudent. It is the 
rock of thy salvation, and on which Chris: 
hath built his Church. It is the key of Da 
vid that opened Lydas’ heart—in vain wil | 
thou seek for it among the priesthood; for 
he that holds it is the Son of the living God, 
“Christ within, the hope of glory.” 


SPIRIT OF 
RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR THE BEREAN. 


In the “Christian,” a religious paper, pub- 
lished in Philadelphia, I have observed a 
| inadyertency committed in the eighteenth 
| number, in an illusion to “some of the elders 

of that sect,” the Quakers. I have no knovw- 
ledge of the particular case referred to, not 


and writings, and commentaries. They have 
ascended “the tree of knowledge,” far 
‘above the pure evidence for God, and for 
truth, in their own souls. Such was the 
state of the scribes and pharisees at the com- 
ing of Christ. They had read the Scrip- 


of the partics concerned, on either side oi 
the question: but the editor may be inform. 
ed that when a member of that society pub- 
lishes religious views, or “speculations,” 
not in “accordance” with those of the body, 
such a one does thereby infringe the disct 


tures much—wore them on their garments; 
and in them they “thought they had eter- 
ial life:’ but our Saviour called them 
*fools”—“blind guides”—“ hypocrites” 
said to them, “ye err, not knowing the 
Criptures, nor the power of Ged.” 


pline, and therefore incurs, not merely the 
“displeasure of some of the elders,” but the 
disapprobation of the Society: and if, in 
this or any other case of a violation of the 
discipline, the offender determines to sus- 


tain his ground; in opposition tp the 
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RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS. 


strances or advice of his friends, a separa- 
ration, which the editor is pleased to call 
an “excommunication,” must be the result; 
as itis then manifest that the offender is no 
longer in unity with the Society. This pro- 


cedure is not, therefore, an act of “some of | 


the elders,” but of the monthly meeting to 
which the party belongs: from whose deci- 
sion he may appeal to the body at large. 

Now as the discipline of the Quakers is 
not formed by any particular order of men, 
but by the body at large, nor executed by 
some of the elders” only, but by the body, 
there can be no room for preferring the 
charge of “priestly domination,” unless, in- 
deed, the whole Society may be considered 
a body of priests’ The question, therefore, 
results in this: Whether every religious so- 
ciety has, or has not, the right to make and 
execute such a discipline or internal polity, 
as it may deem best suited to its own gov- 
ernment and preservation’—and whether 
every member, as long as he is so of his own 
free will and accord, is not justly, and in 
duty, bound, strictly to conform to the pro- 
visions of that discipline? 

If, at any time, any member of the Soci- 
ety becomes dissatisfied with any part of the 
discipline, he has his remedy.—As a mem- 
ber, he has the privilege of proposing a 
change; and if the body decline to adopt his 
views, he may resign. But shall he pre- 
sume, beimg a member, to maintain and 
publish views and “speculations,” or adopt 
a line of conduct, in opposition to the body, 
and which may endanger its vital interests— 
even its very existence’ He can claim no 
such a right, nor can it be defended on any 
ground whatever. 

If any class of the Society conduct them- 
selves harshly towards a member, or attempt 
to exercise a “priestly domination” over 
him—whether ministers, elders, or others— 
they are amenable to the body, and the in- 
jured party may lay his complaint before it: 
to whom, in every matter involving the 


115 
ticular class, that “elders” have no more 
_controul than others over the rights of mem: 
bers; neither do their ministers possess any 
} peculiar powers or privileges in the appli- 
_ cation or execution of the discipline. 
| It is very true, that such is the frailty of 
human nature, that abuses are liable to creep 
‘in, and do creep into the best constituted 
_ societies, both civil and religious; but is it 
| just to impugn the body and its institutions, 
on this account? 

I am not conscious of a disposition to pass 
} asevere censure on the editor, but I do 
| think that his remarks—founded as they are 
|! 
| on mere hearsay, and a want of that know- 
| ledge of the polity of the Quakers, of which 
he might have availed himself—argue an 
inadvertency, which, although it may often 
_befal, ought never to go uncorrected by, a 
“Christian.” B. 
101000 S— 
FOR THE BEREAN. 


THE BOOK. 


| To Samuel Miller and Ezra Stiles Ely, min- 
isters of the gospel, by pnorEssion. 


Nothing can be more misplaced and futile 
_ than the author’s strictures on what he styles 
| the “bold and daring claims” of the “lead- 
ing Quakers.” In order to form a pretext 
for his sarcasm and ridicule, he states the 
_ question of revelation, as advocated by them, 
in his usual uncandid manner. He speaks 
_ of the Quakers as though they arrogated to 
| themselves, immediate revelation, but exclu- 
_ded all others from the privilege: thus he 
says, “they have immediate revelation” — 
| “they have such inward knowledge of God’”’ 


—‘they stalk forth prophets and apostles,” 
_&e. Now the Quakers believe that the 
teachings of the Holy Spirit, are necessary 
,to impart to man a saving knowledge of 
| God; and that his influence, guidance and 
| direction, are essential to enable him to be- 
| come, and live the life of a Christian; and 
that a manifestation of this spirit, or grace 


rights of a member, the prerogative belongs | of God, is given to every man under heaven, 
to examine and result the case, whatever it |, for this very purpose. And, as the best ex- 


may be. The polity of the Society, both | ternal evidence of the truth of this doctrine, 


internal and external, is clearly, the voice of | they quote numerous texts of Scripture. 


the people that compose it; and so far are | Do you perceive any thing in all this, that 


‘they from admitting any thing like “priest- | justifies the contumelious language of the 


ly domination”—so fully aware are they of , author—that hereby the Quakers set up 
the danger of conferring power on arty par-! ¢laims, “proud, bold, and daring,” and 
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“stalk forth prophets and apostles”? The | know of the doctrine of the Friends: the & 
Presbyterians profess to believe, on the | holy doctrine of the atonement, as delivered | 
my) ground of Scripture testimony, in the doc- || in the Bible, is denied in the moxt positive and 
ane trine of unconditional election. Would you | unqualified terms by every ontaonox Qua. 
7h ae esteem it “just” and “candid,” thence to | ker”! Here is a fair specimen of the author's 
To ae infer, that the Presbyterians sct up the | “judicious” and “candid” treatment of the 
Ty aie **bold and daring” claim, of being exclu- | Quakers: He sets out with giving the rea, 
oh ae as the elect? der an assurance that he is about to condemn 
| our “ Confession of Faith’? declares, that | them from their own writings; but when he 
tke keys of the kingdom of heaven, are com- || finds that these very writings refute his 
at mitted to the officers of the church, by vir- || charges in the plainest manner, why ther 
at ie tue whereof they have power respectively || he avers that the Quakers do not intend 
i i) to retain and remit sins, to shut that king- || what they write—that they say one thing, 
te) oe dom against the impenitent, and to open it | but mean the contrary: that they are not 

: to penitent sinners. Now, notwithstanding | only “heretics,” but they Anow that they 
of that this declaration seems to me to be more”) are heretics, and therefore use “words and 
“bold and daring,” and more like “stalk- || phrases,”’ to conceal their real sentiments'! 
ing forth as apostles,” than any thing J can i" So much for this writer’s candour and fair 
find, either in the doctrine or practice of |) dealing, in which you have so “cheerfully 
the Quakers; yet you would no doubt com- || and earnestly” concurred. “With what 
i! plain, and justly, were it asserted that the | measure you mete, it shall be meted to you 
i Presbyterian “officers” had usurped the || again.” (Mat. vii. 2.) Now permit me to 
chair of St. Peter, and the power of Christ || apply this rule to yourselves:—The Presby. 
to forgive sins. terians stoutly deny the consequences drawn 
The author, to suit his own purpose, is | from the decrees, election, and the power | 
| | oF pleased to draw certain consequences from || given to the officers of the church, “but all | 
Ae BE the doctrine of the Quakers; which, al- || the world knows that words and phrases ar | 

vn though denied, he advances as a part of their || one thing, and the ideas attached to them 
a a creed: yet you have recommended his work || are another. Alas! how little does the re. 
at as “judicious” and “candid.” Now there | ligious world know of the doctrine of the” 

Wit |) are many able polemics, who contend that || Presbyterians! for it is declared, in the mag: 
it flows as a natural consequence from your || “positive and unqualified terms, by every 
doctrine of the decrees, that God is the sole || orthodox” Presbyterian, that Goll is the sole 
at author of sin; but would you deem it “just || author of sin; that the Presbyterians alont 
wn and candid” to declare, that the Presbyte- || are the elect, and that their officers have the 
rians had adopted this consequence as an ar- | power to shut the kingdom of heaven 
i ticle of their faith? against, and open it to, whemsoever they 
i He infers, page 228, that because the || may see mect! 

Quakers reject the anti-scriptural doctrine |} Again—the Presbyterian ministers de! 
af three distinct persons in the Deity, that || clare, that the heathens are all going to de- 
1 ie therefore they deny the atonement. But | struction, forthe want of “competent, reli | 
: . Penn, Barclay, and indeed all their writers, || gious instructors,”’ and they say to the peo- 
« deny this consequence; Penn in the follow- || ple, “we are competent”—“we can sav’ 
ing words: “ We deciare that we know of || them’—‘“send us.” Yet they profess te 
no other name than that of Christ, the migh- | believe that “God did from all eternity, 
ty God, by whom atonement and plenteous | freely and unchangeably ordain whatsoeve 
tedemption comes: he is the only and com- || comes to pase,”* and that hence, the num- 
plete Saviour from the pollution and guilt || ber to bo saved “ieso certain and definite, 
of sin.” The author quotes this, and accepts || that it cannot be either increased or dimin- 
it. as the answer of the Society to this charge; || ished.”+ Now as both these statements 
yet hear his conclusion—“ All the world | cannot be true, and as no man in his sens¢s. 
| knows that words and phrases are one thing, — 
Wd | and that ideas attached to them are another” * Confession of Faith, page 20. 
“Alas, how little does the reljgious world + Ibid. page 22s 


| 
| 
4.4 | 


REVIEW. 


117 


can believe two contradictory propositions, 
it must therefore be inferred, if we take 
« words and phrases as one thing, and ideas 
attached to them, another”—that these min- 
isters are craftily using these means, to ex- 
tort money from the people, and thus raise 
themselves to wealth and influence. Such 
then is the operation of the precedents in 
the “Inquiry,” when brought to bear upon 
yourselves, and which you have so impru: 
dently sanetioned. I say imprudently, be- 
cause I know of no people more open to 
this mode of attack than you are. 

The doctrine of immediate revclation, is 
comprised in the plain scriptural declara- 
tion, that “the grace [or spirit] of God, 
which bringeth salvation, hath appeared 
{and does appear] unio all men, TeacHine 
vs, that denying ungodliness and wordly 
Justs, we should live soberly, righteously 
and godly in this present world,” (Tit. ii. 
12,) or, in the words of Barclay, that “the 
testimony of the spirit is that alone, by 
which the true knowledge of God hath 
been, is, and can be only revealed; and by 
which He hath manifested himself all along, 
unto the sons of men: which divine revela- 
tions are necessary to the building up of 
true faith, and can never contradict the out- 
ward testimony of Scripture; or mght and 


sqund reason.” A'pp. p. 18. Now herein 


the Quakers arrogate nothing more to them- 


: selves, than what they concede, and hold to 


4 


be necessary, to every individual of the 
human family. 

Knowing that they cannot encounter the 
mass of Scripture testimony in favour of this 
doctrine, its opponents have recourse to the 
following device ; they quote two or three 
texts, which they select to suit their purpose, 
and present them to the reader as the 
amount of the evidence on which the Qua- 
kers rest their faith! Your author, shrinking 
from an attempt to meet his antagonist on 
Scripture ground, has deigned to notice but 
three texts only, out of more than forty that 
stood in his way! 

The Apologist has proved, on the autho- 
rity of the inspired penman, that no man 
can acquire a knowledge of God, but by 
the revelation of his Son, Mat. xi. 27—that 
this knowledge is life eternal, John xvii. 3— 


‘that on this rock of immediate revelation 


Christ has built his Church, Mat xvi. 18— 


that unless a man hath the spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his, Flom. viii. 9—that those 
only who are led by the Spirit of God, are 
the sons of God, viii. 14—that the spirit. of 
Christ alone, is the way, the truth, and the 
life, John xiv. 6—that he stands at the door 
of the heart and knocks, and whosoever 
openeth the door, shall enjoy a spiritual 
communion with him, Rev. iii. 20—that he 
has promised to be with his followers al- 
ways, even to the end of the world, Mat. 
xviii. 20—that the things of God, can only 
be discerned. by His Spirit, 1 Cor. 11—that 
no man can even say that Jesus is the Lord, 
as did Peter, but by the immediate revela- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, 1 Cor. xii. 3—that 
his spirit rested on the seventy elders, Neh. 
xi. 25—-instructed the ancients, xx. 30—and 
upheld them, Psalms— that it is the Spirit 
only, that witnesseth to our spirits that we 
are the children of God, Rom. viii. 16—that 
unless the spirit of Christ be in us, we ara 
reprobates, 2 Cor. xiii. 5—that Christ hath 
promised his spirit to aJl his followers, to be 
with them, and to dwell in them, to teach 
them all things, and to guide them into al} 
truth necessary for their salvation, John xvi, 
—that his spirit dwelleth in the heart by 
faith, Ephes. iii. 17—is formed in man, Gat 
iv.19—that the manifestation of the spirit, 
is given to every man to profit withal, 1 
Cor. xii. 7—that by it alone man Knoweth 
that he dwells in Him, 1 John iv. 13—that 
the true believer hath this witness in him- 
self, 1 John y. 10—that every disciple re- 
ceiveth the anointings of this spirit, which 
as it abideth in him, he need not that any 
man, or priest teach him, 1 John ii. 27— 
that thisis a characteristic feature of the 
gospel day, Jer. xxxi. 33—that hence man’s 
body is called the temple of the Holy Ghost, 
1 Cor. vi. 9—that in this temple He dwell- 
eth, 1 Cor. iii. 16—that those are in the 
flesh, 7. e. wicked and carnal, that have not 
the spirit of God dwelling in them, Rom. 
viii. 9.—that by this ipdwelling of the spirit, 
the deeds of the body are mortified; by 
which man is adopted and enabled to cry 
aBBA, Father, Rom. viii. 13, 15—that hence 
arises the only true and well-grounded hope 
of glory, Col. i. 27—-that what is to be 
known of God, is manifested in man, Rom. 
ch. 1—that the spirit of Christ enlighteneth 
every Tan that cometh inte the world, John, 
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ch. 1.—that the Gospel is not merely an 
outward ‘* proclamation,” but it is the pow- 
er of God to salvation, Rom. i. 16—that it 
is preached to every creature under heaven, 
Col. i. 23—wherein is revealed the righ- 


teousness of God, from faith to faith; and the |, 


wrath of God against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, Rom. i. 17, 18— 
that whatsoever is reproved is made mani- 
fest, or revealed, in the soul, by the light or 
spirit of Christ, and that whatsoever makes 
manifest, is this light, spirit, or grace of 
God, Eph. v. 13. 

Now has your polemic fairly met this host 
of Scripture testimony, and the mass of 
sound inference, and solid argument, de- 
ducted from it? By no means. E 

You profess to believe that the Bible is 
the only and primary rule of faith, but when 
the Bible is brought against you, you evade 
it, and resort to your traditions, or. the 
creed of some council or synod, or to your 
scholastic divinity. Thus did the Jews 
as often as our Saviour pressed them with 
Scripture testimony, and Scripture pre- 
cepts, and hence they drew from Him this 
severe rebuke—“ Ye scribes and pharisees, 
hypocrites.” 

Such is the course pursued by your au- 
thor. He has resorted to misrepresenta- 
tion, and petty fraud—fioundered in the 
mire, through thirty pages of theological jar- 
gon, hypothesis, and vulgar ridicule; whith- 
er it would be greatly beneath the dignity 
of my subject to follow him. He has made 
a vain and futile attempt to divest the Holy 
Spirit of his glorious attribute, and office of 
teacher and director, and to confer them on 


a letter-learned, stipendiary priesthood 7 


whose teachings, however defective and 
powerless, can only be procured by “a 


- tithe of all the things”—by freely opening 


the purse! 

In order to prove the truth of the numer- 
ous declarations of Scripture, that the grace 
of God is given to every man, to be his 
teacher and guide in things spiritual, and 


that concern salvation—a witnéss for God 


in the conscience of every man—he calls on 
the Quakers, ‘‘ bring forth your miracles!” 
—** pronounce your prophecies!” This 
was the language of the scribes and phari- 
sees to Christ—‘* What sign showest thou 
uyous’ (Jotm ii, 18.) But hear his re- 


? 


SS 


ply—‘‘A wicked and an adulterous gene. 


ration seeketh after a sign, and there shall 
be no sign given unto it, but the sign ofthe [7 
Again, the Jews, inthe | 


prophet Jonas.” 
days of Paul, required asign, andthe Greeks 
sought after wisdom; (1 Cor. i. 22,) for the 
apostle preached to them ‘‘ Christ within” 
—‘‘the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God”—which was to them as to this an. 
thor now, a “stumbling block” an4 “ foo}. 
ishness”! But this apostle refers to a more 
solid and convicting kind of testimony—to 
what he calls ‘*a more excellent way”’ thay 
the gift of miracles—a way that reaches to 
every man’s conscience, and finds there, if 
attended to, a corroborating witness—an4 
that was to show forth to the world, by 
example, the fruits of the Spirit, which he 
describes to be charity, love, peace, long 


suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meck. f 


ness, temperance. 
v. 22, 23.) 

Now the clergy profess themselves the 
only heralds and teachers of the gospel—th: 
ambassadors of Christ to a lost world. I 
order to prove to us these ‘* proud claims," 
I do not ask them to “ bring forth their min. 
cles’—nor to “pronounce their prophe- 
cies.””’ I make but a reasonable, and mod. 
est requisition—only to show us a little of the 
fruits of the Spirit,” which are “charity, 
love, peace, gentleness, meekness;” and 
for this purpose I grant them the whok 


(1 Cor. xii. & xiii. Gal. 


‘range of church history, from the period 


that preaching became a trade, and creed: 
making a science, down to the present mo- 
ment. Contemplate the impressions mad: 
by your order on human society, from the 
self-righteous pharisees, tithing anis an! 
cummin, down to the descendent of the laird 
of Torfoot—trace the features of an educi- 
ted ministry, whether formed in the Jewis! 


temple, or the school at Alexandria; whe- 


ther issuing from the Lyceum, the Acade- 
my, or the ‘‘Propaganda-fide;”’ or trained 


in the more modern schools of Cambridge, | 


Oxford, or Andover. Inflated with passions, 
opposed to the mild spirit of the Gospel, do 
you not ever find this class of men, taking 
them as a body, enemies to civil and reli- 
gious liberty—lovers of controversy—ambi- 
tious of titles, fame, wealth, and the honor? 
of the world; and involved in perpetual 


contentions, quarrels, sclisms—keeping tb¢ 
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Christian world in a constant agitation about 
abstract theological questions, or unavailing 
rites and ceremonies’ Lgok over the chron- 
icles of sixteen hundred years—behold the 
millions slain by the boasting “heralds” of 
that Gospel, which breathes only “peace on 
earth; and good will to men”! 

One of you, some time ago, made an ap- 
peal as follows: “Now I-appeal to all im- 
partial readers who have the least knowledge 
of ecclesiastical history, whether those who 
have embraced the general system of Chris- 
tian doctrines, designated by the name of 
Calvinism, have not been, in all ages, dis- 
tinguished as the ‘stricter sort,’ of profes- 
sing Christians? Have they not always been 
reproached by the laxer classes as austere, 
puritanical, and enemies to many INNOCENT 
INDULGENCIES?” 

In reply to this challenge, I will take the 
Kiberty to remark, that if charity, love and 
toleration, be “innocent indulgencies,” I 
know of no sect, that history represents as 
more clear of them: and if to be *‘ gentle,” 
meek,” “long suffering,” and peaceable, 
be the opposite virtues of “austere and pu- 
ritanical,” certainly no ‘‘impartial” reader, 
who has “the least knowledge of ecclesias- 
tical history,” can withhold his sanction to 
the foregoing appeal. Some of the traits of 
your history have already been given in the 
*Berean;” and withaut entering, at this 
time, into a detailed inquiry, permit me to 
ask you to lay your finger on that page of 
the history of Calvinism, on which the fruits 

#f the spirit—charity, long suffering, quict- 
ness, &c.—shine even with a faint glimmer- 
ing of light? Did they preside over the 
burning of Servetus; or shall we find them 
shedding their benign influence at the tra- 
gical death of the venerable Oldenbarne- 
velt; in the prison of the famous Grotius; 
or during the unrelenting persecution of 
the Arminians in Holland and Germany? 
Can you discover any traces of them in thie 
taws of the Presbyterian parliament, which 
punished with fine, imprisonment, or death, 
all who dissented from the “Calvinistic doc- 
trine”? Will any “impartial reader” say, 
that the “solemn league and covenant” 
marks this favoured period of your history— 
a covenant which breathed war and ven- 
geance, against all opponents to your creed, 


the private murder and assassination of its 
enemies’ Will your author’s Proem” jus- 
tify the belief, that this peaceable, quiet, 
and long suffering spirit of the Gospel, took 
refuge in the castle of his noble ancestry, and 
hovered over its illustrious inmates, and 


those who “haunted” its spacioushalls? 

To extend this fruitless inquiry to this 

continent, may we expect to find a peace. 

ful retreat within the tents of the modern 

**Tsrael’”’’* Alas! when we behold the 

havoc and the destruction—the extinction 

of the native tribes—must we not exclaim, 

**how bloody are thy tents O Jacob, and thy 

tabernacles O Israel”? Equally fruitless are 

our researches whilst passing over the pe- 

riod of the “dreadful infestations” related 
by Cotton Mather, and the relentless perse- 

cution of dissenters. Not less forlorn is our 
hope, in perusing the history of the con- 
clave of ministers at Thetford, devising 
plans to extend the ‘*Calvinistic influence” 
over this Union, in order that they might 
“manage the civil government as they plea- 
sed.” Neither do we find any traces of that 
quiet, charitable, peaceable, meek, and 
gentle spirit, which should adorn the “her- 
alds of the Gospel,” in the Calvinistic wri- 
tings of the present day; such as the Press 
byterian magazine, the letters of “ Paul”— 
the Evangelical Witness—the “true and 
careful inquiry,” &c. &e. If then these 
fruits of the spirit are not brought forth by 
your ministers, ‘‘ you are se/f-convicted”’ and 
your “‘claims” tothe ministry of Christ’s 
Gospel are spurious, and without founda- 
tion? 

To the quotation made in my last essay, 
to explain the nature and extent of the 
‘*claims” of your clergy, permit me to add 
another, of a similar character, from a ser- 
mon ofa ‘*Mr. Boardman,” lately delivered 
in the town of Litchfield, Con. He observ- 
ed that “‘there are now six hundred million 
of heathens in the world; that a generation 
passes off the stage once in thirty years; 
and, consequently, that there are six hun- 
dred millions of immortal souls consigned to 
eternal perdition every thirty years—that 
with these facts staring us in the face, we 
have no right to inquire into the propriety 
of giving a part of our substance to Cunisr 


whether in church or state; and legalized 


* The “pilgrims” assumed this appellation, 


‘ 
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{or rather the priests]; that we know it to be 
our duty, as well as our greatest privilege, 
to give; that every moment we stop to in- 
quire, into the expediency or propriety of 
ny). giving, thousands of immortal souls are sink- 
ing into eternal ruin, for want of the 
which we withhold.” He also stated that 
“we were placed in a situation of awful res- 
ponsibility. God had given us power and 
: ability to seal the eternal destiny of six hun- 
A dred million souls, and that giving our mo- 
| wkY would be the means of their salvation, 
and withholding it the means of their pam- 
NATION.” 
Now, admitting this statement to be true, 
how awfully responsible must your clergy | 
be, who have denied to the Holy Spirit all 
power to save, and placed it on their own 
shoulders! If you really believe these “facts,” 
what must the world think of the following 
notice:—** A correspondent,” says the edi- 


this? If your clergy believe their own state. 
ments, then are they the most guilty of qj 
delinquents. And if they do not believe | 
them—if they are designed only as pathetic |” 
appeals to the runss, in order to fill they | _ 
own pockets—then are they hypocrites ang | 
impostors. Choose ye either horn of the 
dilemma. 

But such must of necessity, be the iney. 
itable result of the principles which your | 
author defends. If He, who fills all space— 
**who is every where present,” who is near 
to every soul, andin whom all liye and 
move, and have their being*—if He will not 
deign to teach, or to save souls, but through 
the medum of a theologically educated, 
stipendiary priesthood—why then, indeed, 
it must follow as a certain consequence, that 
as there is not money enough in the world 
for all to purchase their salvation of them, 
at the price demanded, ‘thousands must 


tor of the Boston Recorder, ‘‘ proposes that 
something should be done immediately to 
induce the churehes and religious societies 
in New-England, to employ those ministers 
who are already prepared to preach. He 
states that there are many of this descrip- 
tion, men of talents and piety, WHO CANNOT 
FIND EMPLOYMENT”’!! Now, how will you 
answer it, that whilst there are *five hun- 
dred congregations in the Presbyterian 
church, without one minister to save them 
from perdition—and whilst thousands of the 
heathen are thus sinking ‘‘every moment 
into eternal ruin”—that, with the remedy 
in your own power, you will not take a step 
to save one of their souls, until bribed to do 
it by the offer of one or two thousand dollars 
ayear? 

On such an oceasion, what would be the 
conduct of a true disciple of Him who gave 
his life for sinners’—of that apostle who 
*‘went forth taking nothing of the Gentiles ;” 
and who wished himself ‘‘ accursed from 
Christ,” could it save his brethren? Despi- 
sing ‘filthy lucre,” how would they rush 
to the aid of the destitute churches—how 
would they pour upon the Pagan coast, con- 
tent to live on rice, or on bread and fish, as# 
formerly, could they but save some souls 


fall every moment” into the hands of an 
avenging Deity, for want of that knowledge, 
which His providence, by means of the eter. 
nal decrees, has rendered impossible for them 
to obtain; unless, perchance, your clergy 
may be prevailed with by that all powerful 
incentive, money, to step forth, in violation 
of these decrees, and wrest some of them 
from destruction!! M. 
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FOR THE BEREAN. 


To every reader acquainted with the his- 
tory of the Church of Scotland, the wild 
fanaticism of the Scotch covenanters is well 
known. Professing the gospel of the 
“Prince of Peace,” they engrafted into 
their system the monstrous idea that fight- 
ing and slaughter, and even murder, were 
acceptable to God, in defence of the solemn 
league and covenant. In their addresses to 
the Divine being, they used the sacred name 
with indecent familiarity, and often with the 
utmost levity. They scemed to think that 
Jehovah was almost, if not altogether, of 
like passions with themselves, and often re- 
presented him as a cruel, revengeful, and 


from perdition! | blood-thirsty being. 
What then ought to be inferred from all|} Brownlee tells us, that when “Charles I. 


* See Christian Repository, Vol. 3. No. 


* Acts, xvii, 28: 
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and his creatures gained the ascendency, | 
their zeal burned with equal fury against 
the nELicion as against the treason of 
their enemies.”—But in the case of the co- 
yenanters, it required more discernment 
than ordinarily falls to the lot of xr1xes, to 
make any distinction between their religion 
and their treason; because their religion 
taught them to be fraifors. It was one of 
their avowed maxims, that the defection of 
the king from the principles of the cove- 
nant, dissolved the connection between him 
and his subjects! It was a favourite notion 
with the Presbyterians of that day, that as 
“Christ is the head of all principality and 
power,” (Col. ii. 10.) therefore the Church 
had power to absolve its members from 
their allegiance to a vicious covenant-breaking 
prince. Ina little work called “Naphtali,” 
printed 1680, it is constantly affirmed, that 
the temporal authority is ordained of God, 
for the “defence and maintenance of truth 
and righteousness, temporal and eternal’ — 
that is, civil government is ordained for the 
support and defence of the Church, and 
whenever the chief magistrate “started 
aside from this most sacred and fixed line of 
subordination, as he could not claim obedi- 
ence, so he could not oblige the people to 
submit to his laws.” Waph. p. 101. 

On this kind of ground, the covenanters 
proceeded, sword in hand, to defend Pres- 
byterianism. We are the true Church.— 
Popery, Episcopacy, Erastianism, Quaker- 
ism, Arminianism, are all either “damnable 
idolatry” or “cursed heresy.” The mon- 
arch who embraces either of them, has de- 
parted from the true faith, is an enemy to | 
the covenant, a worshipper of idols, or a 
wicked schismatic! He has “dissolved the 
connection between him and his subjects,” 
“he has forfeited all right and title to the 
crown.” Laing, vol. iv. p. 108. 

‘These principles produced the murder of | 
archbishop Sharp, the Torwood exrcommuni- | 
cation, and the famous declaration at the vil- | 
lage of Sanquhar. Cook, in his History of 
the Church of Scotland, informs us that at 
this village, a number of the most conspicu- 
ous covenanters assembled, and having pub- 
licly read, they “afterwards affixed to the 
cross, @ declartaion, in which they asserted 
that the king, by his perjury, [in abjuring 
the covenant] had forfeited all right to the 


| throne—that they abjured him—and that 


placing themselves under the standard of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, they would make 
war against such a tyrant and usurper, and 
against all who adhered to him.” Cook, vol. 
ili. p. 353. 

Here the principle is asserted that a 
church, though only a church by its own 
ipse dixit, has a controlling power over the 
civil authorities—“Christ is the head of all 
principalities.” Here we see a practicaf 
illustration of their principle, that “the 
faith”? may be defended by the sword. Here 
“the Lord Jesus Christ,’ “the Prince of 
Peace,” is exhibited unfurling the bloody 
flag—burnishing his arms, casting up his 
trenches, planting his artillery—in a word, 
making war against the king, tyrannical 
enough, it is true, but as degitimate a mon- 
arch as ever sat on the throne of England! 

But they went still further, they openty 
abetted private assassination, when commit- 
ted to obtain the ends of the covenant. As 
they never wanted Scripture authority for 
the most abominable practices, so they found 
a most pertinent passage to favour assassina- 
tion, inthe story of Zrmr1 and Cozsr. Num. 
xxv. 6, 7,8, &c. The covenanters were the 
Lord’s chosen people; Scotland, the land of 
Canaan; Ancusisnor was Zimrt, 
who regarded not the statutes of Israel, that 


is, THE covENANT; and Cozhi was Eriscopa- 


cr, comparable to the Midianitish woman, 
with whom the prelate had connected him- 
self, to the great scandal of the chosen peo- 
ple! Well the Lord raised up a Phineas, 
who “was zealous for his God”—this Phin- 
eas was Hacxstone of Rathillet ant his com- 
pany. They had sallied forth, with their dag- 
gers and guns to assassinate Carmichael, who 
getting a hint of their design, eluded them. 
At this moment, Phineas, hearing that the 
archbishop’s coach was coming across the 
moor, thought it a special call to “thrust his 
javelin through Zmnz,” that so the plague of 
persecution, which was cutting down the 
true Israel, might be stayed. Accordingly, 
as no time was to be lost, they rushed fun- 
ously on the archbishop, and fired their guns 
into his carriage. But a gun is not a javelin! 
‘and the bullets did not touch the prelate. 
Purneas perceiving his mistake, dragged 
Zimnt out of his coach, and thrust his jave- 


lin through his body, so thathe died, And 
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Purneas was publicly applauded by the 
eovenanters! In one of their standard books, 
called the “Hind let loose,’’ more than forty 
pages are employed in commending. “ ex- 
traordinary execution of judgment by pri- 
vate men”—in plain English, justifying as- 
sassination!!! See also “Naphtali,” pages 
96, 97, 98, 99, &c. | 

Their modern panegyrist, William C. 
Brownlee, aware of these facts, endeavours 
in an artful manner to defend the Cover- 
NAN?ERS, by making a difference between 
those who “in a laudable zeal for the pros- 
perity of the Church of God, [that is, the 
Presbyterian church,] brought their deep 
formed habits and tempers, in a most natu- 
ral manner, into active life’—and “those 
who yielded to the ungovernable spirit of 
enthusiasm, and rung their disgusting cant 
eternally on the ears of men, in the house, 
m the field, in the eonventicle, and in the 
ecamp.”’* 

Now which party of the covenanters was 
it that “eternally rung their disgusting cant 
on the: ears of men”? Was it the indulged? 
No; the most admired Presbyterians, at the 
elose of the seventeenth century and after- 
wards, tell us, that these were “the mode- 
rate party.” Dr. Rule, who after the revo- 
lution was selected by the Presbyterians to 
defend their cause, says, in his “second vin- 
dication of the kirk of Scotland,” that “the 
€Cumerenians stood at a distance from the 
sober Presbyterians,” and therefore 
cludes “itis unfair, injurious, and a false | 
imputation, to charge the sober party with 
the conduct of those, who were in fact, the 
only irue and consistent covenanters'!—the 
very men, who “brought their deep formed | 


into active life,” who “eternally rung their 
disgusting cant on the ears of men, in the 
house, in the field, in the conventicle, and 
m the camp.” 


Now it happens that among: “the distin- | 
guished personages of that day,” who | 
“haunted the halls” of the great laird of 


Torfoot, we find Cameron the head 
of the party, which Dr. Rule says, stood at | 
a distance from the sober Presbyterians. He | 
was a truly “distinguished personage,” and | 
one of the “ wildest fanatics the age produ- | 


* Inquirf, page 79. 


ced.” He was licensed to preach by Welc 
and Semple, two of the “outed minis- 
ters,” who were then “preaching in the 
fields, and had not complied with the indul- 
gence.” 


“They sent him at first to preach in An. 
nondale. He said how could he go there; 
he knew not what sort of people they were. 
But Welch overcame his scruples by a most 
appropriate speech, ‘Go your way, Ritchic,’ 
said he, ‘and set the fire of hell to their 
tails.””’* Ritchie did his best te set fire to 
church and state; but the “sober party” 
seeing the mischief that must ensue, by suf- 
fering such a fanatic to run at large, called 
him before a meeting of ministers in Edin- 
burgh, in order to depose him. But he dis- 
regarded them, and proceeded to execute 
the incendiary commission given him by 
Welch. After this he was called before a 
Presbytery in Galloway—and again before 
another in Nithsdale. They endeavoured 
to quench this travelling firebrand, and pro- 
tested against his conduct in very decided 
terms. At length they made him promise 
to be more moderate. But the yoke of mo- 
deration, to such turbulent spirits, was too 
heavy to be borne; and Cameron left a 
country where he could not give free vent 


| to tho furious passions that burned within 


him. 


After spending some time in Holland 
among the refugees, he was re-ordained by 
some ministers there of his own stamp. At 
his ordination, M‘Ward, one of the fanatical 
covenanters, undertook to prophecy. On 


| performing the farcical ceremony of the 


imposition of hands, M‘Ward cried out “Bex 
hold all ye beholders, here is the head ofa 
faithful minister of Jesus Christ, who shall 
iose the same to his Master’s interest, and 
shall be set up before sun and moon in the 
view of the world.” But this prophet was 
mistaken, Cameron was killed in a skirmish 
at Airs-moss, “fighting,” to use his own 
words, “against our Lord’s avewed ene- 
mies”! It is true Cameron’s dead body lost 


| its head, which was taken to Edinburgh and 


fixed upon the Nether-bow port. But 
his fall was rather the fulfilling of our 
Lord’s prediction, “ All that take the sword, 


* Scots’ Worthies, Art. R. 
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shall perish with the sword.” Matt. xxvi. 
ee Douglass, and Cargill, were 
the leaders of that desperate band, who 
affixed the “Declaration” on the Cross, at 
Sanquar. Five thousand merks were offer- 
ed by the government for apprehending 
Cameron—three thousand for Cargill and 
Douglass, and one hundred for each of the 
others, who were concerned in the publica- 
tion of the “ Declaration.” 

Fighteen days before his death, Cameron 
preached at the Grass-water-side, near Cum- 
nock. In this sermon he assumed the char- 
acter of a prophet/—The Presbyterian min- 
isters at that time, were generally gifted 
with the spirit of prophecy! He first pre- 
dicted that after Charles If. there should not 
be a crowned head in Scotland of the name 
ef Stuart. This prophecy was not fulfilled 
—James II. reigned over Scotland; succeed- 
ing his brother Charles, and proving himself 
equally the enemy of the covenanters. ~The 
reign of Mary Il. and Anne, afterwards pro- 
ved Cameron a false prophet. Wis second 
prediction was also proved untrue—“ there 
shall not be an old covenanter’s head above 
ground, that sworé these covenants with 
uplifted hands, ere ye get a right reforma- 
tion in Scotland’; for the kirk was estab- 
lished during the lives of a numerous band 
of the old covenanters!—He also prophe- 
sied that “the Lord would lift up a stand- 
ard against Antichrist, that would go to the 
gates of Rome, and burn it with fire, and 
that blood should be their sign, and no quar- 
fer their word.” This tremendous predic- 
tion is not yet accomplished. * 


Jameron was truly one of those “who 
did not shake off the deep formed habits 
and temper of their minds,” but “who 
brought these forth in @ mast natural manner 
into active life.’+ His temper was sanguina- 
ry, his habits were revengeful—he did not 
“shake them off,” but at the skirmish at 
Airs-moss, he “brought them forth in a most 
natural manner into active life’—he fought 


desperately—Ite drew the sword, and per- 
ished by the sword!!! 


* See Scot’s Worthies, Edinburg edit. 1796. 
pp- 358, 359, &e. 


7 See Inquiry, page 78. 


“The venerable Danret for rather on- 
ald] Careixt, also made the Torwood one 
of his retreats.” He was one of those “dis- 
tinguished personages,” who “honored 
with his presence the halls” of the great 
laird.—* It was he who performed the most 
heroical [fanatical] action that is recorded in 
church history,” or in any other history, un- 
less it be the history of Don Quixote! * At 
the [truly] great meeting [of the very great 
and dignified covenanters] in ‘Torwood, he 
pronounced the formal sentence of excom- 
munication on the proudest and highest 
heads in the land.””—“ He excommunicated 
king Charles IL, the duke of York, the 
duke of Monmouth, the duke of Lauderdale, 
the duke of Rothes,’? &c.—that is he dis- 
owned those who had long before disowned 
him and his associates. Shortly after this 
“most heroical action,” preaching at Fal- 
lowhill, he said, “f know I am and will be 
condemned by many for excommunicating 
these wicked men, but I will give you /wo 
signs, that ye may know Lam in no delu- 
sion.” One was that “the excommunicated 
should find that sentence binding upon them 
ere they went off the stage, and confess it.” 
The other was that “if these men die the 
ordinary death of men, then God had not 
spoken by him.” 


Here the prophet has given indubitable 
evidence that he was a deluded fanatic, in 
other words that he pretended to speak in 
the divine name, when in truth “God had 
not spoken by him.” Every one of the per- 
sons he excommunicated died a natura! 
death, except the duke of Monmouth, who 
was executed for treason; and none of them 
ever confessed the binding nature of the 
prophet’s sentence, unless it was the duke 
of Rothes, who his enemies say “died raving 
under the dreadful terror of that sentence.” 
What reliance is to be placed on their testi- 
mony, the reader may determine. 


Cargill, after many remarkable escapes, 
was taken, tried, condemned and executed. 
On his trial he was questioned respecting 
the murder of archbishop Sharp—to which 
he replied, that “the Lord’s giving a call 
to a private man to kill, he might do it law- 
fully,’ and gave in confirmation of this opin- 
ion, the instances of Jael and Phineas.” He 


seemed to think assassination a very justifia; 


| 
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ble act, if the assassin was called of God to 
cemmit the horrible deed!* 

Another of “the distinguished persona- 
ges,” who was.a favourite at Torfoot, and 
who, in the langnage of our reverend author, 
“honoured the halls of his fathers,” was 
ALEXANDER Peven, “that singular man of 
God.” Browhlee, ia his romance called 


“the Proem,” prefixed to his “Inquiry,” | 


gives us the following description of this 
fanatic. “He had a strong, but uncultivated 
mind; his features were of the bold Roman 
east; his brow was high, his nose aquiline, 
his eye-brow shaggy, his hair long and 
bushy. He was distinguished by his natu- 
ral head piece. He wore a large blue bonnet. 
His manners were plain, and his appearance 
rustic; but his manly sense and most ardent 
piety, made ample amends for the exterior.” 
How far this description is to be credited, it 
is perhaps impossible to determine. That 
he had an “uncultivated mind,” is proba- 
ble enough, though the Aberdeen edition 
of his life, seems to contradict the assertion. 
It informs us, that he “ passed his courses at 
the college, and was employed as a school- 
master, precentor, and sessions clerk, to 
John Guthrie, a minister at Tarbolton.” 
Almost all the ministers who strictly ad- 
hered to the covenant, pretended to the gift 
ef prophecy. Modern Presbyterians ridi- 
cule every pretension to Divine inspiration. 
They tell us that prophecy has ceased—that 
the canon of Scripture is complete—that 
now God only reveals himself through the 
medium of the Scriptures! In this they ma- 
terially differ from their predecessors! The 
Scotch covenanters not only professed to be 
divinely inspired, but claimed the privilege 
ef divine inspiration in the most extraordina- 
ry degree? No act of divine revelation 
is more extraordinary, than that which 
enables its subject to foresee and foretell fu- 


ture events. ‘There is scarely a single per- ’ 


son, who is honoured with a memorial in a 
bock calied “the Seots’ Worthies,” who 
was not a sublime prophet. Among these, 
the said #lexander Peden holds a conspicu- 
ous place. He far excelled the apostle Paul 
in the prophetical eharacter—indeed scarce- 
ly any of the prophets under the Old Testa- 
ment, could stand in competition with him. 


* Scots’ Worthies, page 374, Ge 


His biographer tells us of fifty or sixty pro. 
phecies of this celebrated character—some 


of which shall be laid before the public. 


This biographer informs us, that when he 
was about to enter on the ministry, a young 
woman accused him ofa certain crime. On 
being called into the conclave of Presbyters, 
the moderator informed him of the charge. 
After a silent pause, he said “I am so sur. 
prised that I cannot speak”—but though he 
could not speak, he continued his speech to 
the moderator, and stoutly denied the 
charge! He then went home, and fasted 
twenty-four hours; when being filled with 


| the spirit of prophecy, he declared that the 


girl should “pay dear for it in her life, and 
at last make a dismal end.” This prophetic 
curse, his biographer informs us, was literal- 
ly fulfilled. How Peden cleared himself 
from the charge, or whether it was ever dis- 
proved, appears uncertain. Some say she 
confessed that Peden was innocent; others, 
that she affirmed his guilt to her dying day. 
But whether innocent or guilty, certain it is 
that he was licensed to preach! 


After this he was settled as a minister at 
New Glenluce, in Galloway. Here he re- 
mained three years, and when obliged by 
the anti-covenant party to flee, he would not 
quit his congregation, without leaving them 
a proof that he was endowed with the gifl of 
prophecy. Accordingly, on closing the pul- 
pit door for the last time, “he knocked 
hard upon it three times with his Bible, say- 
ing three times over, I arrest thee in my 
Master’s name—that none ever enter thee, but 
such as come in at the door, as Idid!!! This 
prophetic arrest was undoubtedly efficacious. 
There is no probability that any of his oppo- 
nents ever went into it, except such ag went 
into it at the door, as he did!!! 


There is no reason to doubt the statement 
of Brownlee, that Peden was distinguished 
among the ministers, by his natural head- 
piece. This will appear from the following 
anecdote. After he had left the congrega- 
tion at Glenluce, he joined himself with the 
fanatics, who were afterwards defeated at 
Pentland hills. He went as far with them 
as the Clyde, when through the excellence 
of his “head-piece,” he perceived that his 
party were too inconsiderable to contend 


with suecess, against their more powerful 


| 
2 
i} 
me 
4 
| 
if 
2 
; 
| 
i] 
| | 
| 
| 
i/ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j | | 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 


125 


epponents. Then like a wise politician he 
deserted them. But whether from the force 
of the notion, that “ God by a secret decree, 
foreordains whatever comes to pass,” oF 
ftom want of compassion to the poor delu- 
ded defenders of the covenant, he did not 
use his splendid gift of prophecy, to fore- 
warn them of their fate! They were conse- 
quently “broken, killed, taken, and fled, 
every man”!!! 

Peden, in the mean time, had secufed 
himself a snug fetreat at a friend’s house, in 
@arrick, sixty miles from Edinburgh. His 
landlord, seeing him in trouble, inquired 
the cause. Peden replied, I will speak with 
you to-morrow. Early next morning he said 
to his host, “I have sad news to tell you— 
our friends who were in arms for Christ’s 
‘interest at Pentland hills, are broken, killed, 
taken and fled every man.” The truth af 
this supernatural vision was confirmed, if 
we may believe his biographer, within for- 
ty-eight hours!!! and Peden passed for a 
prophet. 

Some time after this event, Peden was 
taken prisoner, and confined in the Bass.— 
While here, he had a fine opportunity of 
displaying his supernatural gift of cursing. 

A youg girl coming to the prison door while 
Peden and his company were at worship, 
was so profane as to daugh. The prophet 
embraced this opportunity to display his gift 
on the poor ehild. “Ere long,” said he, 
* God shall write such a sudden surprising 
judgment on thee, that shall stay thy laugh- 
ing and thou shalt not escape.” And ac- 
cording to the declaration of Peden’s biog- 
rapher, that infinitely glorious and gracious 
Being, who “ maketh his sun to rise on the 
evil and on the good, and his rain to descend 
on the just and the unjust,” by a miracu- 
lous blast of wind, swept this poor unin- 
structed infant into the ocean, asa judg- 
ment on her for laughing. 

After this wonderful display of his male- 
dictory powers, Peden was removed from the 
Bass to Editburg. Here sentence of banish- 
ment to the plantations in Virginia, was pass- 
ed upon him, and sixty others of the cove- 
hanting party. In this sentence there was 
something prospective. This gave the pro- 
phet a fine chance for the display of his gift. 
Accordingly, if his biographer is to be cred- 
ited, Peden declared, that “the ship was not 


yet built that would take him to Virginia, 
or any other of the English plantations im 
America.” And of course the prediction 
was fulfilled, for when they arrived at Lon- 
don in a transport ship, the captain of the 
' vessel, who was solicited to take them to 
Virginia, not liking a cargo of such turbulerft 
jive stock, refused them a passage—and Pe- 
den’s claims as a prophet, were accordingly 
established. 

Some time afterwards being at the house 
of James Brown in Paddockholm, he said 
to his companion, John Wilson, “John let 
us go from this house, for the devil is about 
it, and will take his prey with him.” John 
replied, “we will take breakfast ere we go; 
*tis a question when we will get the offer 
again.”” No, no, said Peden, I will eat no 
more bread in this place—our landlord is an 
unhappy man, the devil will get him shorts 
ly, for he will hang himself; which we are 
told, came to pass; and Peden became 
| “distinguished for his natural head-piece.” 
| One day at a public house, he overheard 
| the factor of the earl of Loudon, speak dis- 
| respectfully of the covenanters, and partic- 
‘ularly of the noted Cameron. He came to 
the door, and said to the factor, “Sir, hold 
your peace: ere twelve o’clock you shali 
know what for a man Mr. Cameron was; 
God shall punish that blasphemous mouth 
and cursed tongue of yours, in such a man- 
ner as shall be astonishing and affrighting 
to all that shall see you, and shall set you 
| up as a beacon to all railing Rabshakehs.” 
Peden’s historian, who always took care that 
none of his curses should be pronounced for 
nothing, tells us, this horrible prediction 
was fulfilled before twelve o’clock that 
night—the poor man being suddenly struck 
with a disease which caused his tongue to 
hang out in a “most fearful manner.” 

CLIO. 

é SELECTED FOR THE BEREAN. 

** ¢Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: 
and be ready always to give an answer* to 


* “The word which we translate 
ANSWER, this we 
have our word avotoex, which did not origin- 
ally signify an excuse for an act, but a vE- 
Fence Of that act. The defences of Christian- 


ity, by the primitive fathers, are called ararv 


Giles.” 
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SELECTION 


every man that asketh you a reason of the 
hope that is in you, with meekness and 
fear.’ 1 Pet. iii. 15. Tosanctify God, may 
signify to offer him the praises due to his 
grace. Butas to sanctify, signifies literally 
to make holy, it is impossible that God 
should be thus sanctified. Ayialw significs 
to separate from earth; that is, from any 
common use or purpose; that the thing or 
person thus separated, may be devoted to a 
sacred use. Perhaps we should understand 
Peter’s words thus: entertain just notions 
of God, of his nature, power, will, justice, 
goodness, and truth. Do not conceive of 
him as being actuated by such passions as 
men; separate him in your hearts from every 
thing earthly, human, fickle, rigidly severe, 
or capriciously merciful. Consider that he 
can neither be like man, feel like man, 
nor act Jike man. Ascribe no human 
passions to him, for this would desecrate, 
not sanctify him. Do not confine him in 
your conceptions to place, space, vacuity, 
heaven, or earth: endeavour to think wor- 
thily of the immensity and eternity of his na- 
ture, of his omnisevence, omnipresence, and 
omnipotence. Avoid the error of the hea- 
thens, who bound even their Dit Majores, 
their greatest gods, by fate; as many well- 
meaning Christians do the true God, by de- 
crees: conceive of him as infinitely free to 
act, or not act, as he pleases. Consider the 
goodness of his nature; for goodness, in eve- 
ry possible state of perfection and infinitude, 
belongs to him. Ascribe no malevolence to 
him; nor any work, purpose or decree, that 
implies it. This is not only a human passiog, 
but a passion of fallen man. Do not suppose 
that he can do evil, or that he can destroy 
when he might save; that he ever did, or 
ever can, hate any of those whom he made 
in his own image, and in his own likeness; 
vo as, by a positive decree, to doom them, 
unborn, to everlasting perdition; or, what is 
of the same import, pass them by, without 
affording them the means of salvation, and 
consequently rendering it impossible for 
them to be saved. Thus endeavour to con- 
ceive of him; and by so doing you separate 
him from all that is imperfect, human, evil, 
capricious, changeable, and unkind. Ever 
xyemember that he has wisdom without er- 
ror; power without limits; truth without 
sity; love without hatred; holiness with- 


out evil; and justice without rigour or seve 
rity, on the one hand, or capricious tender. 
ness on the other. In a word, that He can 
neither be, say, purpose, nor do, any thing 
that is not infinitely just, holy, wise, true, 
and gracious; that he hates nothing that he 
has made; and has so loved the world, the 
whole human race, as to give his only be- 
gotton Son to dic for them, that they might 
not perish, but have everlasting life. Thus 
“sanctify the Lord God in your hearts,” and 
you will ever be ready to give a reason for 
the hope that is in you,” to every serious 
and candid enquirer after truth. 

“Most religious systems and creeds are in- 
capable of rational explanation, because 


founded on some misconception of the Di- 
vine nature. 


‘ They set at odds heaven’s jarring attributes; 
‘And with one excellence another wound.’ 


“The system of humanizing God, and mas 
king him, by our unjust conceptions of him, 
to act as ourselwes would, in certain circum- 
stances, has been the bane both of religion 
and piety; and on this ground, infidels have 
laughed us to scorn. It is high time that 
we should no longer know God after the 
flesh; for even if we have known Jesus 
Christ after the flesh, we are to know him 
so no more. 


** What I have written above is not against 
any particular creed of religious people. It 
is against any or all to which it may justly 
apply. It may even be against some por- 
tions of my own; for, even in this respect, 
I am obliged daily to labour to sanctify the 
Lord God in my heart; to abstract him from 
every thing earthly and human, and appre- 
hend him as far as possible, in his own essen- 
tial nature and attributes, through the light 
of his Spirit, and the medium of his own re- 
velation. Toact thus, requires no common 
effort of the soul; and just apprehensions 
of this kind are not required without much 
prayer, much self-reflection, and much cf 
the grace and mercy of God.” 


A. Cranke, in loc. 


A real seeker after truth, disguises no- 
thing; he is therefore not offended at a de- 
tection of crror, cven in himself; because 
he knows, that if truth be gained, he shail 
partake of the benefit. Dilheyn. 
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TRIAL OF 
WILLIAM PENN & WILLIAM MEAD. 
September 3, 1690. 


(Continued from page 95.) 


Rec. Mr. Lee, draw up another verdict, 
that they may bring it in special. 

Lee. 1 cannot tell how to do it. 

Jury. We ought not to be returned, hav- 
‘ng all agreed, and set our hands to the ver- 
dict. 

Rec. Your verdict is nothing, you play 
with the court; I say, you shall go together, 
and bring in another-verdict, or you shall 
starve; and I will have you carted about the 
city, asin Edward the third’s time. 

Foreman. We have given in our verdict, 
and all ed to it, and if we give in ano- 
ther, it will be a force upon us to-save our 
lives. 

May. Take them up. 

Offic. My Lord, they will not go up. 

[The mayor spoke to the sheriff, and he 
came off his seat, and said:] 

Sher. Come, gentlemen, you must go up; 
you see I am commanded to make you go. 

{Upon which the jury went up; and sey- 
cral sworn to keep them without any ac- 
commodation aforesaid; till they brought in 
their verdict. 

Cry. O yes, &c. The court adjourns till 
to-morrow morning at seven of the clock. 


{The prisoners were remanded to New- 
Gate, where they remained till next morn- 
ing, and then were brought unto the court, 
which being sat, they proceeded as follows:} 


Cry. O yes, &c. Silence in the court 
epon pain of imprisonment. 

Cla. Set William Penn and William Mead 
to the bar. Gentlemen of the jury, answer 
to your names, [which was done.] Are you 
all agreed of your verdict? 

Jury. Yes. 

Cla. Who shall speak for you? 

Jury. Our foreman. 


Cla. Look upon the prisoners. What say 
you? is William Penn guilty of the matter 
whereof he stands indicted, in manner and 
form, &c. or not guilty? 


Foreman. You have there read in writing 
already our verdict in writing, and our hands 
subscribed. 


{The clark had the paper, but was stopt 
by the recorder from reading of it; and he 
<«ommanded to ask for a positive verdict. ] 


Foreman. If you will not accept of it, I 
destre to hare it back again, 


the circle. 


Court. That paper was no verdict, and 


there shall be no advantage taken against _ 


you by it. ; 
Cla. Mow say you? Is William Penn gui 
ty, &c. or not guilty? 
Foreman. Not guilty. 


Cla. Then hearken to your verdict, you 
say that William Penn is not guilty in man- 
ner and form as he stands indicted; you say 
that William Mead is not guilty in manner 
and form as he stands indicted, and so you 
say all. 

Jury. Yes, we do so. 


{The bench being unsatisfied with the 
verdict, commanded that every person 
should distinctly answer to their names, and 
give in their verdict, which they unani- 
mously did, in saying not guilty, to the great 
satisfaction of the assembly. } 

ftec. 1 am sorry, gentlemen, you have 
followed your own judgments and opinions, 
rather then the good and wholesome advice, 
which was given you; God keep my life out 
of your hands; but for this the court fines 
you forty marks a man, and imprisonment. 
till paid: [At which Penn stept up toward 
the bench, and said:] 

Penn. 1 demand my hberty, being freed 
by the jury. 

May. No, you are in for your fines. 

Penn. Fines, for what? 

May. For the contempt of the court. 


Penn. (ask, if it be according to the fun- 
damental laws of England, that any Eng- 
lishmen should be fined or amerced, but by 
the judgment of his peers or jury; since it 
expressly contradicts the fourteenth and 
twenty-ninth chap. of the great charter of 
England, which say: No free-man ought to 
be amerced, but by the oath of good and 
lawful men of the vicinage. 

tec. Take him away, take him away, take 
him out of the court. 

Penn. can never urge the fundamental 
laws of England, but you cry, take him 
away. But tis no wonder, since the Spanish 
inquisition hath so great a place in the recor- 
der’s heart. God Almighty who is just, wifi 
judge you all for these things. 

{They haled the prisoners into the bale- 
dock, and from thence sent them to New- 


Gate, for non-payment of their fines; and se 
were their jury.] 


That cannot be a system of the one pure. 
religion, the parts of which are in the least 
contradictory. Human wisdom of itself 
can therefore no more frame such a system, 
than the art of a mathematician can square 

Dilheyn. 
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SELBCTED FOR THE BEREAN. 

A LETTER 

From , @ Baptist minister, to 
M. M. of the Society of Friends. 

Hark! how the sacred thunder rends the | 
skies 
“*Repent, and be baptis’d!” Christ’s herald | 
cries 
**Repent and be baptiz’d,” consenting Hea- | 
ven replies: | 


And can Lavinia, unaffected, hear 
This awful message echoing in her ear? 
Will my Livinia unconverted prove | 


Rebel to God, and faithless unto love’ 
Say, shall a parent’s absolute command | 
The mighty voice of God himself withstand? 
Shall heavenly calls to earthly ties give place | 
And filial fondness frustrate Christian grace’ | 
Shall human wit Omniscience engage, 
And Barclay endless war with Jesus wage? 
Must each apostle wave his claim to merit, 
That Fox may shine first martyr of the spirit? | 
Must common sense be banish’d from the | 
soul, 
Tre gospel salve can make the sinner whole? 
Must each adept in Calvary’s great school 
Be, not in meeckness, but in fact, a fool? 
Must Paul at Corinth be a babbler too— 
And Peter, when a Baptist, be a Jew? 
Must Philip’s process be superfluous thought 
Because he wash’d the cunuch he had taught? 
Must foed’ral rites be metaphor’d away, 
And actual homage construed disobey’? 
Such juggling art may change each part of 
speech, 
Make water, spirit; and baptise, to teach; 
But if such jargon Jesus represents, 
The light indeed is left alone to saints; 
Then in the letter double death we find, 
And Christ in figure only saved mankind! 


THE ANSWER. 
Hark! how the sacred thunder rends the skies! | 
“Repent and be baptis’d,” Christ’s herald cries, | 
*“Hepent and be baptis’d,”’ consenting Lleaven 
replies, 
The Christian heart reveres the solemn 
sound, 
And, deeply humbled, treads the sacred 
ground; 
Owns the injunction’s undisputed claim, 
Its awful import, and its glorious aim: 
But here a difference mutual zeal excites, 
You plead for outward, we for mental rites. 
We think the Gospel’s hallow’d page inspires 
Supcrior efforts, nor one type requires; 
Since no ablutions can effectual prove 
The innate stains of nature to remove, 


No mode of words true purity impart 

To an infantile and unconscious heart. 

Vain and factitious, hence, we disallow 

The faithless surety and baptismal vow. 

As being shadows, men may them observe, 

Yet from the substance in their conduct 
swerve. 

While superstitious rites their time divide, 

They cease to follow virtue as their guide, 

Inslavy’d by canons and the partial rules 

Of councils, synods, colleges and schools. 

Thus might mankind (for some) an ample 
field, 

To circumcision, aneient custom, yield; 

Or humbly prostrate in the public street, 

With mutual candour wash each other’s feet. 

*Tis thus, that holiness to form gives place, 

And solemn trifling frustrates Christian 


grace; 
In Jordan’s pool, well pleas’d, the Almighty 
saw 
His son belov’d submitting to his law, 
But his Apostle thro’ the world he sent, 
With a baptizing pow’r beyond th’ element, 
This power does all true ministry attend, 
*T wis promis’d, and will never have an end, 
This mighty power his herald did proclaim. 
“He shall baptise you with an holy flame:” 
Yet water was in use an ancient rite, 
Allow’d the common way to proselyte, 
But no dependence plac’d hereon you’ll see; 
And Paul and Peter in this point agree. 
Then real Christians with illumin’d thought 
View truth unbiass’d as its Author taught. 
No typic observations are rever’d, 
Since their immortal Archetype appear’d; 
Fox preach’d this doctrine to a seeking age, 
It shires in Barclay’s unrefuted page, 
Simple their scheme, no mean self-love they 
knew, 
Rut freely preach’d without a sordid views 
With hearts devoted, Gospel] truths display’d, 
And scorn’d to make Divinity a trade. 
No juggling art e’er us’d, no low disguise, 
O’cr obvious texts, and sense, to tyrannize; 


‘| Discerning truth by its own native light, 


And by its guidance practis’d what was right: 
M. M. 
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